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to a charcoal-grey colour. The burning ·is particularly intense 

on the closed ends of vessels 8-10. This may indicate that 

this end was in direct contact with a heat source or that 

fuel was contained within the vessels . . Coals could have been 

introduced through the large opening at the rounded 

restricted end. Vessels 1-7 probably were placed on top of 
.· 

dishes (cf. no. 4) which held the coals. Smoke could have 

escaped through the various pe.rforations in the sides and 

the top. The discolourations suggest use in t .he vertical 

position. 

LVessel no. 1 was the only example which was decorated 

with a dark red slip and white over the red on the exterior 

and the handles. The traces ·of paint were extremely faint. 

The vessels date to the MM III B - LM I a period. 

The ten examples were found at three different sites, 

Knossos (n~. 1), Phaestos (Nos. 2-7) and Zakro (nos. 8-10. 

All ca~e !rom settlement context with the exception of no. 
-

10 which was found in the ~orge at Zakro. Since the Gorge 

was primarily used for burials, this example might have been 

originally placed in a tomb. On the other hand it may be a 

stray as the Gorge is a thoroughfare to Apano Zakro. The 

other two pieces from Zakro (nos. 8-9) were excavated by 

Hogarth in House I, room XIV (Hogarth 1900-011 141, Fig. 51s 

Dawkins 19031 258, Fig. 35). 

In summation, Type V vessels vary in detail according 

to site. All examples are MM III - LM I a. Nine are found 

in clear settlement context. The three sites yielding these 
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vessels are •palatialN in character. The nature of the sites 

may have some bearing on the function of Type V vessels . 

The vessels are certainly not ordinary containers. 
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Type VI (Plates XII d-f, XXXI c-d, XXXII as Table XII) a 

There are fourteen catalogued vessels in this type. 
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These probably represent the full extant sample of complete 

examples of this type. 

Type VI vessels consist of two pieces. The lower piece 

is a receptacle i~ the shape of a cup with a loop handle. 
,. 

The upper part is a hollew .mammiform cone, pierced at the t0p 

and ls provided with a lateral opening which fits over the 

loop handle of the lower piece. Out of the eleven examples, 

one consists of the lower piece only (no. 1) and fiv~ others 

are tops (nos. 4, S, 11, 12, Pls. XII e, XXXI d, 14). 

The total height of the complete pieces averages about 

12 cm. 

One example (no. 7, Pls. XII d, XX.XI c) bears traces of 

burning on the interior of the lower receptacle, actually 

containing a layer of carbon. Six examples are painted (nos. 

7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, Pls. XII f, XXXII a). Th~ bases are 

covered with a · solid, dark ~ash, · the upper portions bear 

dark on light geometric and figurative pa~terns in LM III 

style. The remainder of the examples are either totally 

plain or slipped. 

The form of these vessels suggests that tne ·1ower piece 

is a receptacle, but when combined with the upper piece 

cannot be considered as a vessel for conventional use.. The 

traces of carbon matter on the interior of no. 7 should 

provide some indication of function. 
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Something was placed for burning in the receptacle which was 

then covered with the top allowing .smoke to esc~pe through 

the holes. 

The chronology of these vessels is Late Minoan III A -

B. One is considered Lat~ Helladic (no. 6). 

The eleven e?tamples come from eight sites with a very 

wide geographical distribution. Only one was found outside 

of Crete, at Phylakopi (no. 14). The Cretan exam~les are 

distributed as followsa Chania, Dik.a.steria, two (nos. 1-2), 

Cha.nia, Mazali, two (nos. J-4)r Episkopi, Ierapetron~ one 

(no. 5)r Kritsa, one (no. 6), Mapheze, .Karteros, one (no. 7h 

Myrsi~e, four (nos. 8-11)r and Palaikastro, two (nos. 12-

13). The Phylakopi example is from settlement context. The 

Cretan examples all come from tombs or burial areas with the 

exception of one piece from Palaikastro (no. 12) which was · 

found in room 44 in Block Delta, designated by ~he excavators 

as a shrine (Dawkins 190)-041 221, 224, Fig. 7a). 

In summing up the da. ta- for this type, severa.l facts 

emerge. 1) The vessels have a wide distribution. The range 

includes the Eastern and Western parts of Crete with one 

(no. 7) found in central Crete. 2) The type occurs at 

Phylakopi. 3) The dates are LM III. 4) The vessels come 

from burials, and in one case (no. 12) from a room which may 

be a shrine. The characteristics of the fora combine~ with 

these data suggest a possible ritual function linked with 

fumigation or burning (possibly of in~ense). The Mapheze 
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vessel (no. 7) best illustrates this use in containing 

carbonised material in the base, possibly the remains of 
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aromatic substances. When in use, the smoke and fumes would 

have emerged through the perforations in the upper piece. 

In ferm, Type VI ls related to Type V vessels which are 

earlier in date and may therefore be the functional though 

not typological precursors of Type VI. Although Type V is 

found in settlement context and Type VI is found in tombs, 

both seem to be functionally related. 
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Type VII (Plates XIII a-b, XX.XII b-d; Table XIII)1 

A total of twelve vessels are listed under this type 

in addition to a group of fifty~five from Pylos which will 

be considered separately . 

Type VII vessels consist of a shallow bowl-shaped 

vessel on a slightiy raised base. All feature long, narrow 

spouts. Seven have bridged spouts (nos. 3-8, 12). The 

spouts are placed at right angles to a vertical loop handle 

which rises above the rim. The diametres of the bowls vary 

. ' 
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handle, probably because a high strap handle would be 

-tedhnologically impractical in a stone medium. All the stone 

vessels occur in tombs at H. Triada, Selopoulos, Dendra and 

Mycenae dating to LM or LH III (Ibid). Although only clay 

and stone forms are known, the Mapheze vessel (no. 11) 

suggests a metallic prototype on the basis of the sharp 

edges and the ribbed handle. 

The dates are primarily Late Minoan. Five examples 
' 

are designated LM (nos. 5-7, 11-12). One is LM II (no. 4), 



three are LH III (nos. 1-3). One is LM III Ba 1 (no . 8) 

and one is LH III (no. 9). A single example is Middle 

Minoan (no. 10). 
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All twelve vessels are from tombs. Two from Gournia 

(nos. 5, 6) ~re not published with specific information on 

provenance by Hawes, but no. 6 is included on a plate 

labelled "Late Burials" (Hawes 1908i Pl . X, vessel no:· 38). 

Three vessels are from the Chania region (nos. 1-3), one 

from Gournes, Pediados (no. 4), three from the Gypsades 

cemetery at Knossos (nos. 7-9) one from Koumasa (no. 10), 

one from Mapheze (no. 11), one from Phaestos (no. 12). 

In addition . to nos. 1-12 which are all from Minoan 

sites, a group of fifty-five .vessels from Pylos is.·s listed 

under no. 13. These include· nine of the simple-spouted 

variety and forty-six with bJ'.idge.d spouts (Blegen and Rawson 

19661 357-81 Pl. 352). The bridged spouts are again in the 

majority as with the Cretan examples. The Pylos group was 

found in a storage pantry (room 60). The vessels are dated 

to LH III B-C. Although the find spot is not informative 

on function, the dating of the vessels is consistent with 

the Cretan pieces. 

In summary, Type VII vessels are found in central and 

Western Crete and on the mainland at Pylos. The stone 

examples of this type occur in tombs on the mai~land and in 

Crete. The Cretan clay examples are also from tombs, the 

Pylos examples are from settlement context. The :function of 


