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Who is that basque man?
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Professor
reviews

colntinued from p. 1

despite what anyone tells you, she does
care about her students. She is not de-
manding without understanding.”

“Michael Nylan [History] is a goddess!
She'll kick your butt and make youdoan
insane amount of work, but she’s just
wonderful.”

“I really like Kim Cassidy [Psychology],
but she doesn’t teach much on the under-
gradlevel,buht sworthitifyou’ nevaguely
interested in what she’s teaching.”

“History 115 Take it if you think you hate
history but like looking at things from lots
of different angles.”

“Linda Susan Beard [English]: Take a
course with her if at all possible. She lets
her students’ minds get really involved in
the material. Literature seems really rel-
evant to life when she teaches it.”

“Madhavi Kale [History]: One of those
profs who makes you question what you
know or assume but also wonderful at
drawing out what you do know. Very
accessible.”

“Janet Monge [ Anthropology]: Has a tal-
ent for taking what could be a dry subject
and bringingittolife. Literally. How many
times do you get a professor on a table
trying to demonstrate at eye level the im-
portant difference between the way hu-
mans walk on two legs and the way a
chimpanzee walks ontwo legs? Herclasses
impart tons of information in a unique
and delightful manner. There is a joke in
the anthropology department about ‘ma-
joring in Monge’; most of those who have
experienced her classes once do return.”

“Barbara Cooper [History]: She’s really
nice, and a good prof. besides. She’s inter-
ested in history, and does a good job com-
municating with students. She also works
hard to make the class fair; when one
person got an exhension, she gave it to

everyone!”

“Julia Gaisser [Latin): She foves Latin and

believes firmly that everyone else loves it

too, and that we all want to be really

atit, Aside from that, the classes are'a lot
of fun, and she has a wonderful sense of

humor, no matter how dense students are

being on a given day.”

by J. Pia Francisco

1d like to start with your career, or with
how your career as a professor began.
Did you always plan to teach ata liberal
arts college in the United States, or did
the road of life just kind of lead you to
Bryn Mawr?

You mentioned that you're very much
into popular culture and that you used to
watch a lot of television growing up.
Does this influence often find its way
into your classes?

Well, you're in one of my classes so...
obviously, [laughs] yeah. The answer is

that interest me. Every time I go to the
movies or watch TV, I make those connec-
tions.

In modern languages, I compare my
teaching system to jazz, in which you
always have to have a very high skill to
play your instrument, and you have to be
very muchincontact with

I guess both. Yeah, |
guess...since] was prob-
ably about fifteen or so,
I wanted to be an intel-
lectual—quote, un-
quote. | wanted to be
like Jean Paul Sartre, or

All these dreams I had about being an
intellectual...my professors took care of
shattering them, which I think was good.

your instrument in order
to express what you feel
at that time. So you have
to have a high level of

not prepare things for
each performance;it’s just

something likethat. You
know, people who write a book and sort
of change the world. That was when I was
about fourteen or fifteen. We had no mu-
sic equipment, so the main source of cul-
ture was thetelevision. But for some funny
reason, they [his parents] knew that edu-
cation was the door to, like, anything,
which is like the American middle class,
too.

InSpain, you finish somewhere between
aB.A.and an M. A, and school for me was
a really good experience. It was basically,
um, an experience of disappointments.
All these dreams I had about being an
intellectual, producing knowledge and
blah, blah, blah... all my professors sys-
tematically took care of shattering them,
which I think was good. I learned that life
was much more practical than that. And
afterall, tobea professor, it'sa job like any
other job, and you can’t change the world
and the world doesn’t want you to change
it overnight.

Sowhyam Iat Bryn Mawr? Why am lin
teaching? I guess there are two answers.
One is, like, I would be useless for any
otherjob[laughs]. So, justby default. That’s
sort of the ironical response. The other
thing is that I just love what I do. You
know, teaching literature and all this kind
of shattering of illusions. One thing that
I've learned is that teaching, it's very pro-
fessional, and it requires a lot of knowl-
edgetobea good teacher. So I'm trying to
learn to be a good teacher. I think I'm still
far away from being a good teacher, but I
think I'm taking this challenge well, and
that it’s a great challenge. I guess, well
probably you've heard this a hundred
times, but teaching is a little like a drug. If
a class doesn’t work, you really experi-
ence, like, withdrawal symptoms and you
get really desperate and you want to...
you want to, like, kill someone [laughs].
And if you have a good class, it's like the
best high you can get. So teaching is really
addictive.

Okay, so...

So, I feel very comfortable here at Bryn
Mawr. Previously, forexample, I taught a
course at Duke and I made the mistake of
teaching a course in Cyberpunk. Prob-
ably, like, 75% of my students were com-
putergeeks (no

yes. The reason I came to the United States
is because since the mid-twentieth cen-
tury there’s been a large cultural shift in
which European highart-high culture has
stopped being hegemonic and being the
main source of culture for the rest of the
world, and American mass culture has
become the most influential, probably
hegemonic, cultural form all over the
world.

you, basically. So, my

teaching system, it’s very oral. It's very
jazz-like.

Tell us about your collection of pub-
lished stories and your fiction writing.
This Christmas, I'm going to Spain to
sign my second contract fora collection of
twenty-four short stories, and all thechar-
acters are Basque. It's urban magical real-
ism. They [the stories] are sort of parodies
of Heart of Darkness. I

r

We [Spanish 223] are
studying Rosaliade de Castro
to understand what's
going on nowadays with
Interview with a Vampire.

"\ have stories with a
Basque terrorist and he
ends up in Japan, in set-
tings that are very fu-
turistic, that look like

Bladerunner.

Basically, underlying
all of this is the Apoca=="
lypse. I try to make fun

of the Apocalypse. Ev-

~J eryone is saying that,

I wanted to study and enjoy the basic
form of culture that the United States has
created, which is popular culture. Well, |
guess the right term is “mass culture.” |
thinkit’s veryimportanttodeal with mass
culture. Any study of previous cultures,
even like the nineteenth century — of
which, supposedly, I'm a specialist — it
always has to somehow come back to
contemporary times. And you have to
have some kind of comparison between
mass cultureand anything previoustothe
twentieth century.

since we're nearing the
year 2000, that every-
thing is ending. I'm trying to sort of go
against all these apocalyptic “signs” to
show people that there are still a lot of
Utopias to live. But, if we're forced to live
in these apocalyptic times, let’s just cel-
ebrate the Apocalypse. So, these twenty-
four short stories, they have twenty-four
characters. And I kill all of them system-
atically. The ironic part is that all of them
diereally happily. They really made sense
of their lives. Soit’s a celebration of apoca-
lypse, and obviously, it has a relationship
to AIDS. So I'm trying to

So yeah, I do make
some funny connec-
tions between like,
Coca-Cola and real-
ism and Balzac in the :

I try to make fun
of the Apocalypse.

capture some political
meaning for AIDS. G
Also, the entire collec-
tion is really a very ironi-
cal, sarcastic reading of

nineteenth centGfy,
and Interview with a Vampire and the
gothic novel in Spain and women’s writ-
ing, like Rosalia de Castro’s. That’s the
only reason why we [Spanish 223] are
studying Rosalia de Castro. It's to under-
stand what’s going on nowadays with

Has the process of learning several dif-
ferent languages had an effect on your
teaching style?

Well, I never

offense  in- thought of it like
tended toward [~ . 3 "\ that, but I guess,
computer sci- Basque nationalism yeah, It has influ-
ence majors) or : enced my teach-
uh, um, bio... asphyxlates any ing system a lot.
engineering... > The way you
uh, genetics? | CuUltural endeavor that is | speakalanguage
No. It was AR » is not by analyz-
worse than | critical ...] guess that's | ing every sen-
that. It was like . Sk tence that you ut-
neuro... bio... further lntenSlﬁEd by the ter. Youdon't pre-
engineering, or . pare yourself to
bio-neuroengi- L reason that I'm queer... utter three sen-
neering... well, J tences. Youeither
something like know those sen-

that. It had somethmg to do with neuro,
bio, and engineering. I can’t remember
how they were put together. So all these
people )ustkind of came together to [here,
the professor lapses into a surfer accent]
“Justhavea time."” Itwas )ust kind of
students who hung out i in fraternities. So,
compared witl\ ﬂ\at experience, I‘m, like
really happy at Bryn Mawr.

_hardon lqthatlcgnstamly thinka

tences, and therefore you utter them al-
most automatically, or you don’t. So my
teaching system is very oral, and I don't
take formal notes to teach each class. [ do
take some notes, but not many. I write
down page nymbers, etc., but they're just
very sketchy . What I.do work very
ut my

classes. They are part of my own intellec-
tual activities; they’re not divorced. The
things I talk about in classes are things

‘wall.hmgtﬁrynanr.vap
. writer, | have a very... I'm

Basque nationalism. So, I
do a whole reading of Basque history and
I also make fun of every single chapter of
Basque history.

What do you miss most about Spain?

Nothing. Well, I guess... Here, after
seven years, I'm still not used to making
plans. I try to be, again, like my teaching,
very casual and spontaneous. In the
Basque country, you just go out by your-
self, and you always meet friends on
street. So you don’t need to make plans.
You just sort of improvise on the spot. It’s
just amazing. It's wonderful. But that’s
theonlything I really miss. I'm very happy
here.

I mean, Basque nationalism, it's very
strong. It asphyxiates any cultural en-
deavor that is critical of Basque national-
ism. I guess that’s further intensified by
the reason that I’'m queer — quote, un-
quote — and Basque nationalism is not
very sympathetic towards non-hetero-
sexual people.

If you could have three wishes, what
would you wish for?

[Professor sighs for a moment] I'm really
bad at that stuff. I don’t have any wishes.
You don’t have any?

Well, probably my only wishi is that I wish
the projects that [ have, they come true,
that I'm able to realize them, And I think
sly,asa
2 dreamer. |
dream alot. So havea lot of projects, a lot
of “wishes.” If they come true, I'll be a

very happy person.

competence. Yet, you @@=
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Tasty recipes....

by Julia Alexander

So, here we are, at the end of another
semester. After this long, the dining hall
seems to pale, and everyone wants to eat
something they haven’t seen already forty
times this semester. Kudos, of course, to
Dining Services for the excellent special
dinner they put on! They should do this
once again!!

Anyhow, reminiscing about great food

125 gotten us through many a meal, but

there comes a time when something new
and different (or even something you like
well enough towant to eat every day) is
necessary, so I offer for your use some
recipes that came up in the dangerous
way that things come up with my friends
(which is to say, accidentally!) For some-
thing “different”, you should try Elaine
and Stacy’s “Strawberry Daquiri”: for this,
take a little bit of frozen yogurt (prefer-
ably fruit flavored or vanilla) in a glass.
Add a little bit of orange juice and then fill
the rest of the glass with an even mixture
of Hi-C fruit punch and Coke. Then drop
astrawberry intoitand announce, “Straw-
berry daquiri!” If you want, you can laugh
as though you're making a joke (which
you probably would be). However, if you
like the kind of punch they serve little
kids, this stuff is pretty good.

For something “new,” there’s a burrito
made by Jessica. Take a tortilla
and put several spoon-
sful of plain yo-
gurt in the
middle
of it,
Add
chi,

Coriaciionm 1o
Lanie=in Iy h
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Eiacon Fiom
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Hoix donvies af
9 pm, dancng
Trom 10pm-1 amm.
A1 Execon, of
COTInS,

orbeans, oranything of that type that they
have in thedining hall. Add cheese on top
of this. Zap everything in the microwave
for a minute or so, until it gets nice and
hot. Then, you can fold it up and eat it,
although you may have to eat it with a
fork. And remember to look for condi-
ments like salsa, if you want those.

Here’s another variation on the hot
chocolate that I've been assured is quite
good: Take regular hotchocolate, and add
a mint teabag. Let it steep for a while. Or
there’s always the “Calvin and Hobbes”
version of hot chocolate: Fill your cup
withmarshmallows. Add some Hershey’s
syrup. If you can fit it in, add a little bit of
milk, and zap it in the microwave. To
quote Hobbes, “So that’s why you eat it
with a fork.”

Elizabeth’s HCDC pizza: you can al-
ways make pizza at Haverford, but it’s
just that much tastier if, instead of using
their sauce, just lay sliced tomatoes on the
pitabread, sprinkle libgrally with oregano,
garlicand whateverblows your hair back,
cover in shredded cheese and zap. You
candothisat BMC tooif they have mozzer-
ella cheese or provalone.

For something you like well enough to
eat every day, I just thought of Hope's
Cookies, (right across from Borders Book-
store) where you can buy raw cookie
dough. This is good to bake, if you have

something to bake with, or you

can eat it raw, which is
wv what most of us
want at this
time of year,
anyhow!!

Graffitti

by Julia Alexander

Although it isn’t really graffiti, I thought
I'd use this column to mention the recent
proliferation of Christmas lights on cam-
pus. There are some truly impressive dis-
plays inside, at least in Erdman. “A” dia-
mond (over the dining hall) has some
decorations, lights included, that putany-
thing I do to shame. I also like the lights
strung outside the tower room in Den-
bigh.

I like the idea of lights, and it always
cheers me up tosee them. As the nights get
longer, and the world is generally darker,
we have these cheerful, colored lights up
everywhere, Am [theonlyone who thinks
it’s a little unfortunate that we take the
lightsdownat theend of December, which
means that we get ourselves through the
easy part of the winter, the part with less
of that miserable ice and snow? Just as
things start looking really bleak, everyone
thinks you're crazy if you still have your
lights up. Sometimes, I just don’t under-
stand the world....

Ifall this talk about lights has made you
start wanting some for your own room,
you can get them at Thrift Drug, Acme, or
the Dollar Store. Thrift Drug will give you
two strings of fifty lights for five dollars,
and the Dollar Store is selling strings of
thirty-five for— you guessed it—a dollar
(I haven’t seen the price on lights up at
Acme this year).

And remember, it’s cool and alternative
to light your bedroom with Christmas
lights all year round! (Especially if you go
somew here more expensive, and pop for
the lights with all sorts of weird shapes,
like M&M's, cacti, or chili peppers.)

Alas
BDOC

hopefuls

by Ruth Wielgosz

Well, I hate to disappoint everyone, but
there just weren’t enough nominations to
hold the BDOC election. I did not forsee
the problem that many people were too
intimidated by the women they wanted to
nominate to dare ask their permission.
Under these circumstances it would re-
ally be unfair to allow less intimidating
candidates to run for the position. Apolo-
gies to all three of you who were nomi-
nated. You definitely had winning poten-
tial, even if you aren’t very scary. I can’t
reveal any names, but among those too
scary to beasked werea well-known mem-
ber of the administration, a professor,
someone who already claims to be BDOC,
and the lesbian poster child of The College
News.

Inaddition, some peopleraised the con-
cern that this might become a mere popu-
larity contest, with everyone voting for
her friend. Although I think our integrity
is greater than that, it is undeniable that
unconscious biases might have affected
voting. Another valid point which has
beenraised is that the very need to havean

election proves that thereis no BDOC, for,

by definition, her identity should be obvi-
ous to all. I prefer to think of the situation
asone oftoo many choices, rather than too
few...

In any case, until this year.I was not
aware that there could only be one BDOC.
This is a needless limitation to impose on
ourselves: the more BDOCs, the better.
Was Renata less of a BDOC before El-
leanor graduated? I don’t think so! So go
for it, everyone: you can bea BDOC too, if
you want to. Personally, I think it would
be too much effort; I need to concentrate
on finding dates for this weekend.




