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Seles carries away “heaviest prize ever”from
Virginia Slims Tournament

By Vicky Maxon

For the third timeinas many years, the
radiostation Kiss100 sponsored the Phila-
delphia Virginia Slims Women’s Tennis
Tournament. After being held for the
past two years at nearby Haverford, it
was moved this time to a smaller venue,
the Philly Civic Center. The afternoon of
Sunday, November 16 I was witness to
the final match of this part of the well
known series, whose championship
tournament is held at Madison Square
Garden every year. | was hoping to see
Gabriella Sabatini, who stood a good
chance of making it through (she was
seeded third and ranks fourth in the
world), but wholost in her semi toyoung-
ster Jennifer Capriati. What I actually
saw as we neared the box office was a
news camera filming a small group of
protesters, one dressed up as the Grim
Reaper, marching in a tight circle and
chanting “Tennis Yes! Smoking No!”
Though cancer is a serious problem, and
the sponsorship of an athletic event by a
cigarette company chillingly ironic, I
could not help realizing that from then
on anything could happen.

The free salad dressing at the door,
with complementary coupons, seemed
to support my idea, and gave way to a
plethora of vendors set upinacurtained-
off portion of the convention hall, selling
and givingaway various tennisand other
paraphernalia: rackets, shoes, binoculars,
cars, frozen yogurt, t-shirts, squeeze
bottles... The hall was filled witha horde
of spectators; groups of womyn fans,
couples in baseball hats, and the grossly
rich, bedecked with argyle sweaters, red
VIP tags, and shopping bags stuffed full
with who-knows-what, mingled.

The day’s match was a contest be-

tween Capriati and fellow young player
and top seed, Monica Seles, whose road
to the final was paved with wins over
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario and Zina Gar-
rison, among others. We had possibly
the worst seats in the house (section T,
which says itall), and resigned ourselves
to the nosebleed row only after we were
shuffled from the three or four attempts
we made at better seats by late arrivals
(should have bought the binoculars, but
the prices were geared to the VIPs).
Though our vantage was high above one
baseline, we still had to do the classic
spectator neck-twist to follow the ball.
Ah, my first live tennis match!

The game opened with Seles winning
thetoss and electing to serve, allowing us
to see the awesomely slamming returns
of Capriati right away. The two two-
handed wonders battled it out from the
baseline, Seles getting the better of the
few opportunities taken at the net. The
number one player’s deep strokes to the
corners often left Capriati off balance,
and led to her domination in the second
set. Late in the first set, Seles evinced a
small lapse of her mental toughness,
several times catching her toss on the
serve, But she served strongly, several
times holding heropponentatlove, while
Capriati often had to struggle through
several deuces to get through. Even so,
the long-rallying set was close, Seles fin-
ishing it up at 7-5, after a 3-1 Capriati
lead.

My friend noticed Capriati’s nerves
seeming to fail her in the second set, as
the Americandisputed several closecalls
with the chair umpire. The line judges
did make some controversial calls, as
well as missing some very obviously
(from our high position) out balls. Not
many of Capriati’s strategies seemed to

work, however, and after holding her
serve in the opening game, she lost the
last six games of the second set. The final
score was 7-5, 6-1. Both players received
trophies of Baccaratcrystal, Seles remark-
ing on its being the heaviest prize she
had ever had to lift to her shoulder.
Capriati appeared visibly disappointed,
limiting her comments to thanking the
fans and the list of sponsors she must
have gone to retrieve when she was
whisked of the court just after her loss, to
reappear only for the ceremony.

The day was not over yet, however.
Many chosetoleave, probably tobeat the
Eagles traffic, but we stayed for more
frozen yogurt and the doubles final.
Americans Zina Garrison and Maryjo
Fernandez played Larissa Savchenkoand
Jana Novotna from Czechoslovakia in a
three-set match.By this time we had
moved down to vacated seats on the
ground floor, front row, and were able to
see the fast-moving net action from just
over the players’ shoulders.Doubles is
almost more exciting than singles, no
matter who is playing, and the four
women showed us why in the victory by
theCzechs. Garrisonand Fernandez gave
100 percent and won the second set, but
Savchenko’s rocket serve and Novotna’s
brilliant net play won out.

If you are a person lucky enough to re-
ceive cable, the following week’s Slims
Championship in New York will be tele-
vised on ESPN, as the Philly final was. So
far in that tournament, Steffi Graf has
won her early round matches, as has
Martina Navratilova, whodid notattend
the Philadelphia competition, but “up-
set” Seles and won the most recent Slims
final in California, in mid-November.
Many things are happening in the world
of women's tennis; happy neck-twisting!

Singles from pg. 11

tions/Besides that, she had expectations/
Wanted tobea chemical engineer/Makin’
fifty to fifty-five thousand a year”?fOh,
Lord). And [ hate to steal your thunder,
dude, but that idea of sampling the one
Lou Reed song that everybody knows—
it'sbeendone. Although swipingthesong
whole'4 la “U Can’t Touch This” hasn’t
been.
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Spirits aside, however, the lovers
showed much more color, despite their
white costumesand similar masks(which
was a very nice touch, for this makes
them all the more interchangeable).
Theseus (Joe Hackett) and Hippolyta
(Andrea Portes) had a good erotically
tinged rapport. Quince (Kelly Jensen)
and Bottom (Katherine Hawkins) did a
very amusing and creative rendition of
Pyrramus and Thisbe, which was the
high point of the play.

There are many parts of this produc-
tion that worked very well, apart from
the above; the sets, for instance, and the
lightsand sound. The puppetsand masks
worked well in conjunction with the ac-
tors, and fulfilled their function as sym-
bols and necessities (thus enabling An-
drea Portes and Joe Hackett to play dual
roles).

The theatre dept.’s production of Mid-
summer Night’s Dream took yet another
fresh approachtoaclassic, and provided
its audience with an original interpreta-
tion. Yet in throwing out some of the old
character interpretations, it lost some its
enchantment. But this doesn’t mean it
wasn't worth seeing.

Winter Sports Preview

By Vicky Maxon

Badminton

While last year’s was a very young team,
this year’s Bryn Mawr Bad minton squad
is a mixture of ages, with only two sen-
iors. The team is composed of about 15
players with lots of team spirit, despite
the individual nature of the sport, ac-
cording to Coachand alum Karen Lewis.
Badminton has been an organized sport
at Bryn Mawr for more than ten years,
and this is Lewis’ second year coaching.
Though season play does not begin until
after Winter Break, there are several
scrimmages scheduled before then, like
the round-robin tournament played
against Swarthmore Nov. 21. Says Le-
wis, “You need to see badminton to
appreciateit. Once you do, you will want
to play, and once you play, you will want
toagain. And once you win, you'll never
want to stop.”

Basketball

The basketball team has played two
scrimmages so far, with significant vic-
tories against Chestnut Hill (75-33) and
Delaware Valley Community College
(62-42). Though only one month into the
season, four players have sustained inju-
ries, causing low numbers at this point.
Even so, Coach Ray Tharan is impressed
with the way the team is working, and
believes that health is the key to the
season: “If we stay healthy and stay out
of foul trouble we can be competitive.
Quack.”

Swimming and Diving

A close loss against Ursinus puts Bryn
Mawr Swimming and Diving’s record to
arespectable 2-1. The women have been

working hard since the first week of
classes, often waking up for five-in-the-
morning workouts in order to accommo-
date some students’ labs. Barbara Bolich
has coached the team for four years, and
she sees them getting “increasingly bet-
ter. This is the best team we’ve had.”
Their next meets are against squads who
have dominated in the past, but Bolich
knows the team is good enough to give
them competition: “At this point we are
well-matched, which makes competing
that much more fun.”

Winter Track

Thirty-four dedicated runners are cur-
rently in the midst of a letter-writing
campaign that will decide if their team
will become a club or a varsity sport.at
Bryn Mawr. The students are encour-
aged by the first-time coach of this Fall’s
cross country team, who led those women
through their longest season yet, one in
whichevery runnerimproved theirtime.
Carolyn Todd, who comesto Bryn Mawr
after experience in Boston and London,
had the team spend “more time in the
pool and a little less on the road” which
contributed to the team’s almost nonex-
istent injury rate and overall improve-
ment. Most of the women who ran a
“fantastic season” in the Fall will con-
tinuecompeting inthe Winterand Spring
track seasons. See next issue for a sched-
ule of meets.

Rugby

After a positive, winning season, the
women of Horn Toads Bi-Co rugby,
coached by JoJo Gunn, “Pudge” Ryan,
and Eddie Leyden, will be back for a
second, Spring season, when many more
matches will be played then were in the

Fall. The team’s last match was against
long-time rivals Swarthmore, and both
the A- and B-sides came up with spec-
tacular wins, in both cases scoring three
tries to Swat’sone. Laura Wittmer scored
inboth games, and the other points were
contributed by captain Eleni Varitamos,
Bess Darrow, Maureen Gaitens, and ].].
Shirley. Angie Corcettiand Vicky Maxon
scored the conversions in their respec-
tive matches, making their final scores
14-6.
Winter Sports Calender—Clipand Save!
November
Sat. 23: Swimming at Washington
College, 1pm
Tues. 26: Swimming at BMC vs
Swarthmore College, 5:30pm
Basketball at BMC vs Neuman, 7pm
December
Wed. 4: Basketball at Beaver College,
7pm
Swimming at BMC vs Ocean County
College
Sat./Sun,7-8: B-ball Seven Sister
Tournament at Wellesley
Wed. 11: Basketball at Ursinus College,
7pm
January
Thurs. 16: B-ball at BMC vs Immaculatta,
7pm
Sat.18: B-ballat BMCvs Allentown, 1pm
Badminton at Albright, 1pm
Wed, 22: Badminton at BMC vs Cedar
Crest, 4:30
B-ball at BMC vs Philadelphia
Pharmacy, 7pm
Thurs. 23: B-ball at BMC vs Widener,
7pm
Fri. 24: Badminton at BMC vs Academy
of New Church, 4pm

Sat. 25: Swimming at Mansfield
University, 2pm

Mon. 27: Swimming at Widener College,
Spm

Tues. 28: B-ball at BMC vs Haverford,
7pm
Badminton at Rosemont, 4pm

Thurs.30: Badminton at BMC vs
Swarthmore, 4pm

B-ball at Gwynedd Mercy, 7pm

Bruce
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were,” and turned the hottest nightclub
in LA, Helena’s at Silverlake, into what
Interview calls, “the smartest.”
Isaacson gets around. This week he is
performing at St. Mark’s Church in New
York City and will be making a special
appearance at Bryn Mawr on December
5. Red Tree is sponsoring an open read-
ing tobeginat 8:30PMintheMain Lounge
of the CCC, (sign up to read whatever
you want at 8:00), with Bruce Isaacson as
the evening feature. Following the read-
ing there will be a reception/ publication
party to celebrate the (hopeful) publica-
tion of Red Tree 3. Copies of the maga-
zine will be available at that time and
maybe Bruce will have some of his books
for sale. “I want to spend the rest of my
life with poets,” says Bruce, “They are
loud and obnoxious, but they are honest.
They are great, roving eyes on our cul-
ture.”



