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Part 1: Choosing a Text

Know Your University









Part 1: Choosing a Text

Work in Conjunction with 
Your Mission Statement



“…a dynamic vision 
of people living in 
community united 

in ‘mind and heart’ 
in the ardent search 

for Wisdom”



Part 1: Choosing a Text

Choose a Text Relevant 
Across the College/University



Saint Augustine

The Confessions


Translated by 

Maria Boulding 


(New City Press)



Part 1: Choosing a Text

Put Together an 
Interdisciplinary Work Team





Part 1: Choosing a Text

Build Upon Existing 
Programs and Experiences
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Part 2: Navigating the Technical Details

What is an App Book?







Part 2: Navigating the Technical Details

Why an App Book?



Students are  
More Active Learners

In pilot classes (90 students total):  

79% (Spring 2012), 85% (Fall 2012) of students reported: 

“I am more likely to pursue extra information 
(footnotes, commentaries, definitions) on the App 
than with the paper version”



Students are  
More Active Learners

In pilot classes (90 students total):  

On a 1-5 scale, students on average reported: 

“The App was helpful to complete readings” - 4.69 

“I used the App to explore additional material 
related to the reading” - 4.81



Students are  
More Active Learners

In pilot classes (90 students total):  

81% of students responded yes to the statement: 

“Using the App Book was directly beneficial to my 
participation in the first-year program”



Part 2: Navigating the Technical Details

Working with a Publisher



Part 2: Navigating the Technical Details

Working with Style Manuals





Part 2: Navigating the Technical Details

Working with  
Technical Support





Part 2: Navigating the Technical Details

Designing Features for 
Students and Faculty



















Part 3: Using the App Book in the Classroom

Not Just Technical Support: 
Equip Faculty with Strategies 

and Guides to Succeed

http://confessionsappbook.com/resources

http://confessionsappbook.com/resources








Using the App Book in the Classroom
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Part 3: Using the App Book in the Classroom

Invite Students to Give 
Feedback on App Book Use



“The fact that anyone can take the 
Confessions on the go and read anywhere a 
scholarly edition of the book with excellent 
commentary goes a long way toward 
providing additional quality work, while at the 
same time synthesizing the efforts of many 
scholars. At this, the app excels.” 



“Overall, I appreciate the efforts of Villanova’s 
App greatly, but I doubt that I will replace 
paper editions in the near future. ” 



Part 3: Using the App Book in the Classroom

Communicate the Value of 
the App Book to faculty



Part 3: Using the App Book in the Classroom

Model Use of App Book in 
Hands-On Workshops



Invite faculty to voice reservations about the 
App Book, and use of technology in the 
classroom 

Present App Book as a supplement, not a 
replacement, for hard-copy books 

Remain flexible on how faculty implement App 
Book in the classroom



Part 3: Using the App Book in the Classroom

Using Teaching Guides



BOOK IV: Augustine’s Grief Over the Death of a Friend  
Confessions 4.4.7 - 4.8.13; Boulding Translation, pp. 61-65

Passage Summary 

Augustine recalls his grief after the 
death of a friend. He questions his 
motives for grieving, and examines 
the beauty and perils of friendship 

App Integrations 
• Digital Highlighting & Annotation 

• Synchronized Audio 

• In-App Commentary  

• In-App Teaching Tip  

Learning Objectives 

• Analysis and discussion 

• Listening comprehension 

• Close reading of primary texts 

• Personal reflection 

• Use of secondary source(s)

Out-Of-Class Assignment Suggestions 
• Read Augustine’s account of the death of a friend in Book IV.  

• Highlight the reasons Augustine gives for criticizing his friendship (or grief 
over his friend’s death).  

• Using the App Annotation, summarize those reasons.  

• After reading, consult the two commentaries (Brown 4 and 5) by Grabau. 
Note particularly Grabau’s use of the phrase “order of love” in commentary 
5. Think about how this phrase applies to Augustine’s account of friendship.  

In-Class Assignment Suggestions 
• Ask students about the value of friendship. If you have read Aristotle’s 

Nicomachean Ethics, compare Aristotle’s view of friendship to the one 
found in Augustine. Alternately, invite students to discuss why friendship 
matters, what it is good for, and how it can go wrong.  

• Read passage 4.9, where Augustine describes how “black grief” enveloped 
his hometown. Discuss the relationship between friendship and place.  

• Invite students to cite the reasons Augustine critiques his love of his friend; 
put those reasons on the board. Discuss the concept of the “order of love” 
that is apparent in this section.  

• Does Augustine’s self-critique undermine the importance of friendship, or 
does it elevate it? Why or why not? Perhaps compare his view of friendship 
to today’s view of friendship (e.g. virtual friends, followers, etc.). 

Further Connections  
Confessions: The death of Augustine’s friend corresponds to the death of Monnica in Book IX, and Augustine’s grief in that 
moment shows his progress from Book IV. The separation of Augustine from his lover in Book VI uses similar anguished 
imagery as that deployed in Book IV. 

Augustine and Culture: Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics famously treats friendship as indispensable to the life well-lived; 
Shakespeare’s As You Like It and Twelfth Night deal in themes of friendship and love; Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice 
likewise; C.S. Lewis’ The Four Loves provides an analysis of friendship similar to Augustine’s. 

In-App Commentaries: The commentaries by Joseph Grabau are particularly valuable for this exercise, locating Augustine’s 
view of friendship in antiquity as well as his later corpus.

Additional teaching resources at confessionsappbook.com/resources 
© 2016 Augustine and Culture Seminar Program, Villanova University



Part 3: Using the App Book in the Classroom

Sample Assignment:  
Using Audio



“The most helpful portion of the app was the 
audio. When there was no time to read, I was 
able to listen.” 



“Overall, the Confessions Mobile App was a 
good supplement to my reading and 
understanding of Confessions. I found the 
readings to be extremely helpful as I find it 
easier to comprehend information when I take 
it in both audibly and visually.”



Part 3: Using the App Book in the Classroom

Sample Assignment:  
App Book Research Papers



“Some of Augustine’s ideas were initially lost 
on me purely because of their somewhat 
abstract [sic]. The Confessions app was 
instrumental in my understanding of some of 
these passages. Rather than googling a 
specific passage and looking for reliable 
information that may have helped me to 
understand what Augustine had said, I had 
access to no shortage of reliable and 
accurate information available to me in the 
palm of my hand.”



“I really like the commentary that is provided 
throughout, as well as the teaching tips to 
help you gain a deeper understanding of what 
Augustine is trying to say. The commentaries 
give in-depth explanations of important topics 
and help to make clear some of the meaning 
behind the words of the Confessions by 
acting as a supplemental tool to help gain 
better understanding of the text.”



www.confessionsappbook.com

The Confessions  
App Book 
Augustine’s classic text. 
More relevant than ever.
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